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Gender Equality
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gender equality can be defined as the state of equal value of both female and males in the society. It is the state where there is equal ease of access to resources as well as opportunities regardless of gender. It is a situation where both genders in the society have equal access opportunities to economic participation as well as decision making that affects the lives of people in the society (Kabeer 21). Gender equality has been elusive in the society for many decades but things are changing with many countries across the world enacting laws and regulations that are meant to foster and encourage equality for both men and women and girls in the society. Gender equality is achieved through education and state laws as well as due to a positive social change in the society which makes the male counterparts to acknowledge the importance and the significance of including women in the economic participation as well as the decision-making processes in the society (United Nations News). This paper, therefore, explores the concept of gender equality in the society and explores the premise that gender equality springs from education, positive social change in the society, enactment of state laws and regulations, observation of the global provisions for human rights and the desire to empower women and girls in the society.
Gender equality is a product of education in the society. Previously, during the days of our grandfathers, women were viewed as inferior to men. Most of the worm would only be involved in domestic chores and taking care of children at home. Men were regarded as superior to women and therefore took up the white-collar jobs and also took up the leadership positions. Women were supposed to be submissive to men and only watch. However, today, things have changed due to education of the society. Through education, people have learned that the society can achieve even greater prosperity by involving women in both economic participation and decision making (Sainsbury 76). This explains why today, in many countries, women enjoy equal opportunity and ease of access to resources as well as equal participation in economic activities and decisions making. This state of gender equality has brought about greater achievements in the world such as technological advancements. Gender equality brought about by education has seen many women ascend to high ranking positions. An example is Teresa May, a woman who is the prime minister of Britain today.
Gender equality in the society can also be attributed to positive social change in the society. Education can bring about positive social change and lead to positive human interactions and relationship. Therefore, as many nations in the world continued embracing education for both girls and boys, a positive social change has been gradually realized and mean have learned to respect women and appreciate their capabilities in decision making and participating in economic activities (Kabeer 18). This growth of respect for the capabilities of women has continued to create an avenue for gender equality in the society. This explains why today, in many nations, women are respected just like men and they too can take up leadership positions and take up the job positions that were previously presumed to be jobs for men.
State laws and regulations also play a significant role in enhancing gender equality in the society. Today, according to the United Nations report on the fifth Millennium Goal, shows that many nations have adopted laws and regulations such as the one third gender rule to give equal opportunities to women in places of work, government offices, leadership positions and legislative roles (United Nations). For example, Kenya is one of the nations I East Africa which has adopted such a rule giving women an equal opportunity to vie for gubernatorial, senatorial as well as presidential positions. Furthermore, the constitutional amendments have seen the country create a women representative position to ensure that women get a chance to express their opinions and take part in the decision-making processes that affect the lives of people in the society. This is the case for many other countries such as the United Kingdome, the United States of America, Canada and many others. Therefore, giving equal opportunity to both genders is slowly becoming the order of the day in many countries because it is becoming enshrined in the constitution and the laws of those nations.
Global provisions of human rights also encourage countries to respect the rights of women and girls in the society. This does not mean that the rights of men and boys are not advocated for. According to Kabeer (17), there are many organizations which have a multinational presence and they push for equal rights for both genders in the society. Therefore, countries are continuously and increasingly becoming aware of the importance of incorporating the efforts of women in economic activities and leadership as well as decision-making processes. This has brought about the gender equality that the world is enjoying today.
Last but not least, the gender equality springs from the desire to empower women and girls in the society. As mentioned earlier in this paper, historical gender injustices were meted against women and girls. Women and girls are the ones who had their rights violated through female genital mutilation, domestic violence and early forced marriages (United Nations). To stop these vices in the society, women and girls had to be empowered and educated. They had to be made to believe that they too. Just like men can take engineering course and become CEOs and also take up leadership positions and participate in decision-making process. This desire to empower women changed the situations for women and girls. Women started getting avenues to grow academically and economically and this brought respect to the female gender in the society (Kabeer 20). The result was the gender equality seen today in many nations where when and men have equal opportunity and ease of access to resources just like their male counterparts in the society.
In conclusion. Gender equality is a positive thing in the society because it creates equal ease of access to resources and economic participation as well as decision making regardless of gender and this creates prosperity in the world. Therefore, those nations who have not yet embraced equality for both genders should do so for a better and prosperous society.
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